
Penn State Center for the Study of Sports in Society 2019 
Undergraduate Research Exploration Grant 

Description: This grant program, sponsored by the PSU Center for the Study of Sports in Society and 

the Penn State Bookstore, supports undergraduate student engagement in original research, scholarship, 

and creative work under the direct supervision of a Penn State faculty member. The program supports 

undergraduate student engagement in original research, scholarship, and creative work under the direct 

supervision of a Penn State faculty member. We anticipate offering one or two $2000 grants for the 

summer of 2019. Applications for the 2019 awards are due by April 10, 2019. 

Center for the Study of Sports in Society Exploration grants support student-initiated collaborations with 

faculty in any field that investigate the role of sport (broadly defined) in any aspect of human culture. 

These collaborations should include the basic components of scholarly research projects: 

a) the conceptualization of a question, focus, or problem; 

b) the writing of a formal proposal; 

c) the identification and implementation of methods and the execution of the research design; 

d) and the communication of results (through a written report or article, or an exhibition or 

performance, or some other appropriate mechanism for disseminating findings). 

Projects should be primarily the student's own work; although the project may be related to the 

supervising faculty member's research or scholarly interests, it should not simply provide assistance to 

faculty work. 

Grants may be used to cover living expenses and project costs (supplies, materials, books, specialized 

software, travel for the purpose of data collection, etc.). Note: Funds will be deposited to student accounts 

and therefore may have an impact on student aid or be applied to outstanding charges. 

Eligibility: Undergraduate students from all Penn State campuses in any field of study may apply for this 

grant. Students are eligible for grants in the summer following their first year through the summer before 

the year in which they will graduate (limit of one grant per student). Recipients must be enrolled full-time 

at Penn State for at least one semester following their summer work. Students must have a Penn State 

faculty supervisor who is available during the summer to consult with the student and evaluate how the 

project is conducted. Eligible projects include laboratory and field research, scholarly inquiry, and creative 

work in music, art, theatre, and other fields. Study abroad, travel unrelated to research, and projects not 

grounded in an academic discipline are not eligible for the Study of Sports in Society Undergraduate 

Research Exploration Grants. 

Grant Requirements: Any projects involving human participants, animal subjects, or biohazardous 

materials require review through the Office for Research Protections and must have the appropriate 

approval before grant funds are distributed. It is expected that required approvals will be secured by June 

1, 2019. 

Students whose projects involve international travel are subject to the University’s international travel 

policy for undergraduate students and are required to register with Penn State’s Travel Safety Network 



(https://tsn.psu.edu). This includes purchase of HTH-Geo Blue International Medical Insurance which is 

accessed through the Travel Safety Network. 

International students must provide required IRS reporting information in order to receive grant funds. 

Information about this requirement is available from the Student Financial Services Office 

(http://www.sfs.psu.edu/tax.cfm). 

Grant recipients are required to submit a one-page report on their projects and an image accompanied by 

a 1-2 sentence quotation about the project, by the end of August. Faculty supervisors must provide a one-

page evaluation of the student's work including how the grant funds were spent, how much time the 

student spent on the project and how the student engaged in the discovery process, and the nature of the 

faculty/student interaction. 

Grant recipients are expected to present their work at a Penn State Center for the Study of Sports in 

Society forum and are encouraged to present their work at the annual Undergraduate Exhibition the 

following spring if they are enrolled at Penn State at that time. 

Grant recipients may not concurrently hold another Penn State summer research opportunity grant during 

the same period in which they have a Center for the Study of Sports in Society undergraduate fellowship. 

Application Requirements: 

•Fill out the online information form. 

•Upload two to four page project proposal (double-spaced, in a standard 12-point font, with standard one 

inch margins), written by the student, and including the following: 

◦The question or goal to be addressed and its relevance to understanding of the role of sport in society. 

◦The methods or processes that will be used to address the question or goal. 

◦Why the project is of interest to the student and his or her preparation to complete it (courses, other 

experiences, etc.). 

◦How the supervision by the faculty member will contribute to the project. 

•In addition, a one-page recommendation must be submitted by the faculty supervisor. The 

recommendation should include: 

◦name of the student 

◦title of the project 

◦an evaluation of the proposal and the student's ability to complete the project 

Application Review and Notification: 

Applications will be reviewed by a faculty committee from the Penn State Center for the Study of Sports in 

Society. Review criteria include: 

•Scholarly nature – Does the project involve research, scholarship, or creative work? (Educational or 

personal enrichment activities – e.g. study abroad, travel unrelated to research, projects not grounded in 

an academic discipline, etc., do not apply.) 



• Significance – Does the project address an important question or issue in the study of sport in society? 

• Student engagement – Did the student help to frame the question or focus of the project and will the 

student activities involve the major steps in the research or creative process? (Projects should not merely 

provide assistance to the faculty supervisor's work.) 

•Faculty collaboration – Will the faculty supervisor provide a level of supervision that guides the student's 

work and adds value to the project? 

•Faculty recommendation – Does the faculty supervisor consider the project worthwhile academically and 

endorse the student's ability to complete it? 

For the 2019 awards, the review process will begin on April 12. 

 


